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desire it appears to imply, as well as to public duty, he at once
humbly accepts the-commission to endeavour to form a Ministry
competent to carry on the government of the Country.
Mr. Gladstone believes that his friends will unite with him
in this work animated by the most earnest desire to maintain
and promote the honour and welfare of the Queen's great Empire,
its unity, solidity, and strength : although he is of course sensible
of the fallibility of his and their judgments, and can claim for
them no other authority than that of sincere and tried con-
victions.
1354              General Ponsonby to Mr, Gladstone
OSBORNE. August 14. 1892.
The Queen commands me to express a hope that the name of
Lord Ripon will not be submitted to her for the appointment of
Secretary of State for India.1
1355  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) II, 149.)
August 19. 1892.
Mr. Gladstone . . . reports that the Cabinet assembled at
noon this day.
Mr. Gladstone was desirous to call the attention of the Cabinet
to the position adopted on behalf of what was lately the Opposi-
tion during the debate on the recent vote of want of confidence.
This position in outline was that if summoned to take the Govern-
ment it would be their duty, in justice to the Empire, to Ireland,
and to themselves, to deal in a carefully constructed measure
with the subject of Irish Government and that such a measure
from its necessary magnitude and complexity would have to
take precedence of all others : but that for many reasons it must
also be attempted to deal effectively with various and important
subjects of British legislation. . . .
1356          General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) II, 150.)
OSBORNE. August 22. 1892.
The Queen sees that Mr. Labouchere has written to his con-
stituents2 that The Queen objected to his having an appointment
1 Lord Ripon, Governor-General of India, 1880-4, was  appointed   Colonial
Secretary.
3 Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) II, 150.